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Book: JFK Body Altered 


By United Press international 

DALLAS — A book on the assas- 
sination of John F. Kennedy says the 


president’s body was altered before 
his autopsy to make doctors think 
he had been shot from behind. The 
Dallas Morning News reported 
Saturday. 

David S. Lifton, author of the 
747-page book “Best Evidence,” said 
the assassination was the result of a 
“plot involving the executive branch 
of the government to remove 
Kennedy from office.” 

“It would hardly be possible to 
implement the modus operandi de- 
scribed here without the involve- 
ment of some Secret Service person- 
nel,” he wrote. “And this is just the 
beginning. Others had to be involv- 
ed.” 

Lifton interviewed former 
personnel at Bethesda Naval Hospi- 
tal in Maryland who said Kennedy’s 
body arrived there in a plain metal 
shipping coffin carried by plainclo- 
thesmen. 

An empty ceremonial coffin, 
accompanied by Jackie Kennedy, ar- 
rived later from Dallas. 

After the November 1963 assassi- 
nation in Dallas, the body reportedly 
was wrapped in sheets and placed in 


the bronze ceremonial casket. When 
it arrived at Bethesda, Md., how- 
ever, it was in the inexpensive cof- 
fin in a body bag, Paul O’Connor, 
who helped prepare the body for 
autopsy, told Lifton. 

Lifton’s book, published by 
Mcmillan Publishing Co., is to be 
released Tuesday at a Washington, 
D.C., news conference, but The 
Morning News obtained it when 
several copies were inadvertently 
placed on shelves of a Dallas book- 
store this week. 

Lifton, 40, began his assassina- 
tion research in 1965 after reading a 
report by FBI agents that said 
Kennedy’s skull showed signs of 
surgery when it arrived at Bethesda. 

Doctors at Parkland Memorial 
Hospital in Dallas, where Kennedy 
was taken after the shooting, work- 
ed more than eight hours but only 
on Kennedy’s throat, Lifton said. 

“If someone had altered the head, 
the configuration of wounds at; 
Dallas was not the same as at Be- 
thesda,” he wrote. “The head was 
thrust backward (according to a 
movie made by a bystander) by the 
impact of the bullet from the front, 
yet the autopsy performed at Be- 
thesda showed an impact from be- 
hind.” 



